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MODERATOR’S MESSAGE 

January 2026 Volume 48, Issue 1 Port Orange  

United Church of Christ 

651 Taylor Road 

Port Orange, FL 32127 

Office 386-788-0920 

Email: poucc651@gmail.com 

Website: portorangeucc.org 

 

 

STAFF 

                                 “TIME” – What is it? Is “Physical” or is it “Spiritual”.      

                          The Bible refers to Time in Revelations 1:8 “I am the  

                           Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is,        

                            and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty”               

                             meaning that there is no Time to God. He is  Infinity – 

no beginning and no end. Further, the Bible in Genesis 1 tells us how God   

created the heavens and the earth, day and night, and the seasons so that     

mankind could “be fruitful and increase in number”. Then “God saw what he 

had made, and it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning 

– the sixth day”. In Genesis 1 we see that God created everything here on Earth 

for mankind to prosper and grow and he gave us Time that could be measured 

to get it done. Here’s the challenge. God created time on Earth to help us  

measure our efforts to “Prosper and Grow”, but outside this physical world on 

Earth there is no time. If we really are honest with ourselves (tough thing to do) 

we would treat Time as our most precious “Non-Renewable Resource” and  

invest every single second of it knowing that once it is used, it is gone forever. 

Yet, we do the opposite. For the most part we treat time like it is an “Endless 

Resource” to be wasted and used but not to be worried about where it is 

spent.  None of us are perfect human beings. We are not Robots. We need time 

to sleep, work, play and relax. There is not a person on Earth that has More or 

Less Time than the next person. in this God created world. We are all truly 

equal in that regard. What separates us all individually is how we CHOOSE to 

use our time. Yes, it is a choice. Old or young, it makes no difference. When 

you are young, the age of reason or put another way Reality has not set in yet. 

Time has no real value when you are young other than the desire to make it go 

faster – to get “Grown Up” stuff. When you are older and your body is worn 

and perhaps your spirit is worn, Time means slowing things down. Enjoying 

life more and hopefully appreciating how one invested his or her Time through 

life. So, as we enter the New Year 2026 knowing that whatever happened in 

2025 and all the years before, let me ask you…”  (Continued on next 
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THE GIFT AND THRIFT STORE 

OPERATIONS & FINANCE TEAM 
Welcome to the New Year.  We start off the new year in god shape. The new screen has been 

installed in the Sanctuary, fencing around the donation bins installed, and lighting in the Thrift 

Store Annex is complete. Thanks to Steve Burton and his staff the grounds look great.           

Upcoming projects included obtaining an estimate to fill the cracks in the parking lot.  

”What are you going to do with the Time you have remaining?” If Time does not exist in the Spiritual 

World but we have Time created by God for us to use here in the Physical World, the question I ask now 

is “If you believe God is watching over you, would he be happy or sad regarding how you are spend-

ing/investing your Time?” THINK ABOUT IT!   Prayerfully submitted, Bob Brewster, Moderator 

                          Wishing All of you a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year! 

Dear Church Family 

We are glad to announce that our Gift & Thrift Shop was voted the best in Port Orange,                                 

2025.This Christmas week we have been blessed to be able to help some people in need.                          

This month we also donated gowns and cocktail dresses to a fashion club, The Hub on                                         

Canal, located in New Smyrna, which teaches teens fashion design, sewing, and styling                                                 

for runway collections. Wishing you a blessed 2026, filled with His presence and abundant joy.                                                      

Rachel Sitepu, Manager 

 Operating Budget to Actual as of 11/30/2025   

       

  

November Ac-
tual YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Difference  

       

 Income 16,001.50  184,603.18  174,325.58  10,277.60   
       

 Expenses 24,188.09  160,771.01  145.966.63 14,804.38   
       

 Profit/(Loss) (8,186.59) 23,832.17  28,358.95  (4,526.78)  
       

 

CD  & MM Income as of 
11/30/2025    

       

  

YTD Interest 
Income: 2,298.64     

            
       

  Combined Profit/(Loss) 26,130.81       
       

We had a loss  of $8,186.59  for the month of November due to the cost the new monitor installed   

in the sanctuary. We has a profit of $23,832.17 for the eleven month period and a combined profit of   

$ 26,130.81 for that period which include the earnings on the CD and Money Market accounts.  

As always our thanks go out to all our wonderful volunteers and to all who support our Church.  

Respectfully Submitted, Barbara Horton, Treasurer     
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Our Mission Project for January  is  collecting  hygiene items for the homeless. Items needed: 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shaving cream, disposable razors, bars of soap, 

feminine hygiene items, wash cloths, combs, brushes and nail clippers. If you are unable 

to purchase items and prefer to contribute money- someone will do the shopping for you.  

Moderator: Bob Brewster , Assistant Moderator: Open, Treasurer:  Barbara  Horton, Clerk: Kathy Shaffner                                 

   Missions & Deacons: Jackie Gaither ,Fellowship: Sharon Williamson, Asst. Treasurer: Open                                             

DEACONS TEAM           OPERATIONS  & FINANCE TEAM           FELLOWSHIP TEAM                           

Jackie Gaither         2026              Barbara Horton           2026                    Sharon Williamson    2026 

Barbara Horton       2026                                                                               Jackie Gaither            2026 

Ruth Brewster          2026                   MISSIONS TEAM                           Diane Kirlin               2026  

                                                          Jackie Gaither      2026                      

                                                          Sheila Fisher        2026                              

                                                           Pam Protko          2026  

                                                                  THRIFT STORE    

Rachel Setipu 2026, Diane Angie, Cindy, Dennise, Dianne,J annette, Janice, Jill, Joanne, Judy, Katie, Lenny, 

Lisa, Priscilla, Ruth, Sharon, Shivana, Susie,T homas  

      1. *Denotes being nominated at this Annual Meeting.                                                                                                                                 

2. The year listed after a person’s name indicates the term ends at the completion of that leadership            

 year. 2026 term ends on 01/31/2027. 

The Church Council consist of the Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Church Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant     

Treasurer, and representatives from the Deacons, Operations, Missions, Fellowship and Thrift Store . The 

Church Council welcomes new people to any of the teams shown above. You can join anytime. If you have 

a desire to participate on any team contact the church office or Bob Brewster. 

Sunday, January 25, 2025following our  9:30 AM Worship Service. Topics to be pre-

sented are the 2024 Budget as well as nomination and election of officers. Annual Reports 

are due  by Monday, January 5th and will be available on Sunday, January 18th for 

your review.   Please type your report in Microsoft Word for easy compilation and email 

it to the Church Office.                                                                                     

          PROPOSED LEADERSHIP—EFFECTIVE 02/01/26 

The 2026Edition of the Directory will be available at the Annual Meeting.  If you have any ad-

dress or contact changes, please notify the Church Office as soon as possible. 

REMINDER: Yearly Conference Dues are $15 per participating member and the check 

should be made out to POUCC with Conference Dues in the memo line.  The total  amount 

due is paid to the Conference up front each year by the Congregation and your contri-

bution towards this reimburses the Church for that obligatory fee.  

                             ANNUAL MEETING 

MISSIONS 

CONFERENCE DUES 
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 JANUARY  

BIRTHDAYS*  

 

Bill Tinney 

Kathy Cratin 

Warren Feilbach 

Kay Schweitzer 

 

1/10 

1/16 

1/24 

1/26 

 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES* 

 

  

  

*Note: *Please contact the church office with 

your prayer requests or to update our records 

if we missed your special date  .   

 

          

Christian Ministry Mountain of Light, Intl. 

INVITES YOU 

To worship GOD with us 

Come as you are, GOD has a WORD for you 

SUNDAY SERVICE – 3 P.M. 

MONDAY, BIBLE STUDY – 7 P.M. 

Service and Bible Study are both BILINGUAL 

(English/Spanish) 

Place:  651 Taylor Blvd., Port Orange, FL  32127 

Pastors:  Javier Leon (386) 299-7436 and                   

Yarisis Leon (386) 299-9145 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! 

January 4, 2026 – First Fruits Offering Service                                           

SECOND THURSDAY                       
FELLOWSHIP DINNER 

Every Second Thursday at 6:00 pm, 

POUCC has a wonderful                

Fellowship Dinner in the Jim Reed 

Room.                                                                                                                                                                          

Our Next Dinner is Thursday, January 8h. 

It’s  a Soup, Salad, Bread& Dessert  Supper. 

See the sign-up sheet circulated at Worship 

Service. 

Communion Sundays are designated as 

“Fill the Food Basket” Sunday.  Our next 
collection  date is  January 4th.  Over 15 

bags of food were collected last month for a 

local  Food Pantry.  Please be generous and 

make sure all donations have NOT passed 

their expiration dates. 

     FOOD BASKET SUNDAY 

         PRAYER REQUESTS*  
 

Sue Batturs                    Member of POUCC 

Larry & Susan Belza      Friends of Shelia Fisher 

Bob Gaither                      Member of POUCC 

Steve Grant                        Friend of POUCC 

Erica Henderson                 Friend of POUCC 

Chuck Konopsky                  Member of POUCC 

Jose León                              Father of Pastor Javier 

Pastor Yarisis León              Member of POUCC 

Potenza Family Members     Family of the Gates                                        

Liz Mills                                 Former Member of POUCC 

Lydia Nevarez                        Mother of Pastor Javier 

Harry Stewart                         Brother of Susie Greiff 

Bob Traver                               Friend of the Brewster’s 

                             In Care Facilities 

Margie Hoebing          Friend of POUCC (Care Center in PO)                                                   

                                      Special Needs                                                                                             
             All of Our Military, Veterans & Their Families                                                                                   

                        Those Fighting Terrorism  

 

         MOUNTAIN OF LIGHT  
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  POUCC January  2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 1 

Office  

           &                 

Thrift Store   

Closed 

2 

 

 

3 Weight                    

Watchers  

  7:30       

      & 

   9:00 am         

4Worship Service 

            9;30 am 

       Fellowship 

           10:30 am 

     MOL* Worship   

    Service  3:00 pm 

5 

        MOL 

 Bible Study 

       7:00 pm 

  

6 
     Weight                    

Watchers              

9:30 am                                             

7 8  Weight                     

Watchers                 

9:30 am                                             

Fellowship           
Dinner               
6:00 pm 

9 

 

 

10 Weight                    

Watchers  

  7:30       

      & 

   9:00 am         

11Worship Service 

            9;30 am 

       Fellowship 

           10:3000 am 

      MOL* Worship   

      Service 3:00 pm          

12 

        MOL 

 Bible Study 

       7:00 pm 
 

    

13 

         Weight                    
Watchers              
9:30 a 

14               15  

Weight                    
Watchers              

9:30 a 

16 

 

17Weight                    

Watchers  

7:30 &          

9:00 am              

Council   

10:00 am 

18Worship Service 

9:30 am 

Fellowship 10:30 am 

    MOL Worship   

    Service  3:00 pm 

19               

       MOL 

 Bible Study 

       7:00 pm 

20 
  
        Weight                    

Watchers              
9:30 a 

21 
 

22 

         Weight                        
Watchers                 
9:30 a 

 

 

23 

 

24Weight                    

Watchers  

    7:30       

      & 

   9:00 am         

25Worship Service 

9:30 am 

 Followed by 

Annual Meeting  

      MOL* Worship   

      Service 300 pm          

26 
     MOL 

 Bible Study 

       7:00 pm 

 27 
   
         Weight                    

Watchers              
9:30 a 

28 29 

 

Weight                    
Watchers                 

9:30 a 

  30 

 
 

 31Weight                    

Watchers  

    7:30       

      & 

   9:00 am         
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Port Orange 

United Church of Christ 

651 Taylor Road 

Port Orange, FL 32127 

Church Staff 

Moderator: Bob Brewster 

Office Manager:   Kathy Shaffner                    

Custodian:  Ronnie Servant                                             

Missions: Jackie Gaither                                          

Thrift Store Manager:  Emily McLean             

Media Communications:  Bob Brewster        

Office Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Monday—Friday 

Thrift Store Hours 

9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

Monday—Friday 

Sunday Worship 

9:30 AM  

 

 

Phone (386) 788-0920 

Email: poucc651@gmail.com  Website: portorangeucc.org 

 


