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Newsletter of Port Orange United Church of Christ

September 2011

651 Taylor Road ~ Port Orange, FL 32127 ~ (386) 788-0920

Sunday Services

9:00 AM - Contemporary
Worship

10:30 AM - Traditional
Worship

Church Staff
Senior Minister: Rev. Dr. Bill Wassner
Pastoral Assistant: Beverly Schafer
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. C. William Ebbert
Minister of Music: Dr. Tom Naus
Worship Team Leader: Terri Zinke
Dancing Angels Leader: Bonnie Morisset
Office Manager & Newsletter Editor: Diane Sheehan

Office Hours

9:00 AM - 1:.00 PM
Monday - Friday

Website:
portorangeucc.org
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Dear Friends,

Sue Batturs sent me this simple —
yet powerful — story in an email:

A young couple moved into a
new neighborhood. The next
morning while they were eating
breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbor
hanging the wash outside. “ That laundry is not very
clean,” she said, “she doesn't know how to wash
correctly. Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.”
Her husband looked on, but remained silent.

Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to dry,
the young woman would make the same comments.
About a month later, the woman was surprised to see
nice clean wash on the line and said to her husband,
“Look, she has learned how to wash correctly. |
wonder who taught her this.”

The husband said, “1 got up early this morning and
cleaned our windows.”

And so it is with life. What we see when watching
others depends on the window through which we look.

Each of us has “windows” or filters through which we view
the world, make decisions, and understand life. Churches
have them as well. This month marks six months that we
have been worshiping, serving, and having fellowship
together. | am so thankful God has called Lisa and me
here! During this time we have been getting to know one
another and building a foundation of trust from which to
move ahead and co-create with God a new future for our
church. Inevitably, as we begin to do that, we shall have to
look at the “windows” through which our church sees itself

and our world when making decisions about priorities and
programs. Sometimes these “panes” may need to be
“cleaned” in order to see more clearly the new ways we can
live and serve as a portion of the body of Christ. God has a
brighter future for us if we allow the Spirit to do a cleaning.
We take our first step forward on November
20t (please see article of Upcoming Events
on page 4 and save that date.) Please be in
prayer as we consider more deeply who we
are and where God may be calling us!

In Christ,

Bill

Pastoral Assistant
Beverly Schafer Accepted!

Dear Friends,

| have been accepted into the Clinical Pastoral Education
program (CPE) which is scheduled for August 29 -
December 22nd at Florida Hospital in Ormond Beach. This
IS a requirement towards my Licensure, and one from which
| know | will benefit tremendously. 1 truly look forward to
being a part of this small group of three or four additional
candidates for the ministry as we train in a hospital setting
under the close supervision of a qualified supervisor —
mainly for the purpose of getting a better understanding of
ourselves as pastors and caregivers. | understand that this
program is quite intense, so | will need the prayers and
support of my beloved POUCC family during this upcoming
four month chapter of my journey to the ministry.

Faithfully,
Beverly



Missions & Outreach

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE: wow!!! YOU DONATED

SO MANY WONDERFUL SCHOOL SUPPLIES!
\%’ In addition to the many school supplies YOU
&= donated we received 24 Backpacks, 17 pencil
boxes and 2 Lunch Bags. These supplies all went to the
Palm Terrace Elementary School; the same school that we
connected with for our Angel Tree last year. We learned
then that 90% of the children in that school are “Title One”
students; children living at the Star Center (the center that is
the location of the daily feeding program for the homeless)
go to this school and there is a lot of “turnover” there as
families come and go from living at that facility. Carol
McCarthy, the volunteer Family Liaison who “works” at the
school, helps the children and their families through
donations when possible. She came to our Church to pick
up the donations and as we were talking with her we found
out that there are many day to day needs that the children
have. For example many come to school with just flip flops
on their feet. She told us that if we can find some “gently
used” sneakers or shoes, she can use them. She also said
socks and underwear are much needed so we went to our
Thrift Store and Barbara Pountain gave her some children’s
shoes that hadn’t been selling and Carol was overwhelmed
with such a gift!

We already have the “Socks Box” and we are going to add
another box for Children’s Socks and Underwear. If you
have any of these items that your children have outgrown
and that still have some good wear in them, or if you see
them on sale and wish to buy some, please bring them in
and we will get them to the school. Everyone knows that
times are difficult for many people and, if we can, we will
help when we learn of a need.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH: We will be receiving the
Strengthen the Church offering on the first Sunday in
September (September 4t,) This donation goes toward
helping New Church Starts and Renewing Existing
Churches. Our Church has benefited from this offering
twice; the first time when our Church was started and then
several years later, when we wanted to change the Choir
Loft so we could accommodate our Contemporary Worship
Team. We received a $5,000 Grant in order to do that.
Now we have the opportunity to help other churches with
our donations to this fund.

WE, your Missions Team, are always open to needs and
hopefully we can count on your help in supporting the
appeals that we share with you.

Please keep in mind OUR ONGOING ACTIVITIES: the
Food Basket located by the front door of the sanctuary, the
Eyeglass Basket located in the Jim Reed Bldg., where your
old glasses get renewed for those who can't afford new
ones, the white Diaper and Formula Basket in the back of
the sanctuary for the Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and
Volusia (a critical need as mothers must make a decision
whether to buy these two items or food for their family) the
Campbells Labels for Education where the receptacle is
located in the Jim Reed Bldg., the Pop Top Tabs from soda
and other cans that go toward the cost of cancer research.
These are all examples of how YOU support these outreach
projects which benefit the many people that we will never
meet but who are God's children as we all are. Read further
in this Newsletter to see how else you can help others with
needs that we have recently been informed of.

As we enter into the Fall Season, there will be opportunities
for us to share and be a part of a better world for our
neighbors. Feel free to contact anyone on the Missions
Team or Pastor Bill to share information about a need that
you are aware of. We may not always be able to meet that
need but we will certainly take it into consideration and get
back to you.

REMEMBER THE MISSION BOXES. YOUR DONATIONS
ARE VITAL TO THE MISSION WORK OF THIS CHURCH!!
YOUR “CHANGE" ALONG WITH OTHER PEOPLES’

of the sanctuary and by the outer door of the Jim Reed
Building.

THANK YOU!
Jeanette Campbell, Kathy Cratin, Sue Batturs,
June Ferreri and Kay Taylor




Meet Me in the Stairwell
You say you will never forget where you were when

you heard the news on September 11, 2001.
Neither will 1.

| was on the 110%™ floor in a smoke filled room with
a man who called his wife to say, “Good-bye.”
| held his fingers steady as he dialed. | gave him the
peace to say, “Honey, I'm not going to make it
butit's OK ... I'm ready to go.”

| was with his wife when he called as she fed breakfast
to their children. | held her up as she tried to
understand his words and as she realized he
wasn't coming home that night.

| was in the stairwell of the 23 floor when a woman
cried out to Me for help. “I have been knocking on the

door of your heart for 50 years!” | said. “Of course |
will show you the way home — only believe in Me now.”
| was at the base of the building with the priest
ministering to the injured and devastated souls.
| took him home to tend to his flock in Heaven.

He heard My voice and answered.

I was on all four of those planes, in every seat,
with every prayer. | was in the very hearts of the
believers there, comforting and assuring them that
their faith has saved them.

| was in Texas, Virginia, California, Michigan,
Afghanistan. | was standing next to you when
you heard the terrible news. Did you sense Me?

| want you to know that | saw every face. | knew
every name - though not all knew Me. Some met
Me for the first time on the 86t floor.

Some sought Me with their last breath. Some couldn’t
hear Me calling to them through the smoke and flames;
“CometoMe...Thisway...Take My hand.” Some
chose, for the final time, to ignore Me, but | was there.

| did not place you in the Tower that day. You may
not know why, but | do. However, if you were there
in that explosive moment in time, would you have
reached for Me?

September 11, 2001 was not the end of the journey
for you. But some day your journey will end. And |
will be there for you as well. Seek Me now while
| may be found. Then, at any moment, you know
you are “ready to go.”

| will be in the stairwell of your final moments.

God

(Author unknown)
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Picture drawn and emailed the day after the 9/11 tragedy.
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9/11 Remembrance Service

A Community Service of Remembrance, Respect, and
Renewal will be held at the Port Orange Amphitheater on
Sunday, September 11th at 6:00 p.m. The service will
mark the 10t anniversary of the 9/11 attacks and hopes to
bring our community together as a sign of unity in the midst
of all types of diversity and the peace we all long for through
healing that will instill hope in the hearts of people. This
event is co-sponsored by the Port Orange Ministerial
Association and the Halifax Health-Hospice  of
Volusia/Flagler Counties. POUCC's own Rev. Dr. Bill
Wassner serves on POMA’s planning committee for this
event and will deliver the Protestant prayer. The Port
Orange Police and Fire Departments will participate along
with the American Legion, Embry-Riddle University, area
faith leaders, guest soloists, and a special Community Choir
under the direction Constance Poitier. The Community
Choir is open to all area churches and individuals and will
practice on Tuesday and Thursday night at 7:00 p.m. prior
to the event at All Saints Lutheran Church on Dunlawton
Ave. in Port Orange. If you would like to share your voice
and be included in this service you may email Constance
Poitier at: crpoitie@volusia.k12.fl.us.
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wE=euy “Begin —
doing what you want to do now. We are
not living in eternity. We have only this
moment, sparkling like a star in our hand —
and melting like a snowflake.”

~ Francis Bacon ~

A Prayer for America

Almighty God, Who has given usthis
good land for our heritage, we ask that we
may aways be mindful of Your goodness

and glad to do Thy will.

Save us from violence and discord, from
confusion; from pride, from arrogance,
and from every evil. Defend our liberties,
and help us to be a united people.

Confer upon us the spirit of wisdom,
especially upon those in whom we entrust
the authority of government, that there may
be peace and justice at home.

In time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble,
help us to keep our faith and trust in Y ou.

Thiswe ask in Your holy name. Amen.
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(Author unknown)

Mark Your Calendar for These
Upcoming Events

Sunday, September 11, 2011 — There will be a Special
Service of Remembrance at both services on September
11t They will include prayers, litanies and communion
which replaces the usual first Sunday communion of
September 4th,

* Please remember the Community Service at 6:00 PM
at the Port Orange Amphitheater.

Sunday, November 13, 2011 - There will be a combined
service at 10:00 AM for the Installation of Pastor Bill with
special guest, UCC Florida Conference Minister, Rev. Kent
Siladi. A luncheon will follow the service.

Sunday, November 20, 2011 — There will be a combined
service at 10:00 AM to celebrate POUCC's 32nd
anniversary!! A luncheon will follow this service and a
Congregational Consultation, led by Joe Coury of Awake
Leadership, will be presented on the theme of, “Where Do
We Go Now?” More information on this will be announced
closer to the date.




More Ways to Help Others:

2. The Babies Need Our Help!

The Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and Volusia is in
desperate need of diapers. Three sizes in particular are
needed right now — Newborn, size 4 (22-37 Ibs.) and size
5 (over 37 Ibs.) If you are able to help with this request
please put the diapers in the white basket in the back of the
sanctuary and Carol Strickland will make sure they reach
the young ones who need them.

Bath Towels Needed

Hospice of Volusia and Flagler Counties is in need  ¢&w»
of very large adult bibs and Church member Pam
Protko would like to fill that need. Pam will make ——
these bibs out of bath towels that are in good condition and
that you no longer need or use. If you have any towels to
donate for this project please donate your towels to the
Thrift Store and mark the bag “Towels for Hospice.” If you
would like to make the bibs, contact Pam at 527-4731 for
information.

Greeting Cards

As many of you know POUCC has a card ministry.
When you're not well, you receive a card from the
Church. If a loved one passes, you receive a
card. Do you have any “Get Well” or “Sympathy” cards to
donate to this ministry? If you do just put them in the box on
Diane’s door or drop them off at the Thrift Store and they
will reach Sue Batturs who handles this special ministry on
behalf of the Church. Thank you.

=

Spread the Word About this
Support Group

Mended Little Hearts is a support group for
families who have a child affected by congenital
heart defect. =~ A member of POUCC's
congregation, Shannan Wierzhicki, has an
adorable little boy, Roman, who has had four open heart
surgeries during his young life and she wants to make
people aware of this important group and how it helps the
kids and their families. They meet once a month and
occasionally have guest speakers. They hold fund raisers
where the proceeds go toward the cost of parties and other

fun events for the children. For more information you may
contact Shannan at 386-681-7790 or email her at
heartmom11909@cfl.rr.com.

Your Continued Caring is
Appreciated . ..

August 8, 2011
Dear Members,

Thank you for your generous donation of four large boxes
of Care Package supplies for the deployed soldiers of the
Daytona Beach Army Reserve/Readiness Group. They will
be included in our next shipment overseas. Your continued
demonstration of support towards our military and their
families is commendable and very much appreciated. Our
goal is to send Care Packages every three months.

Sincerely,
Tom Coriale
Family Readiness Group Leader

August 15, 2011
Dear Rev. Bill Wassner and Congregation:

Your generous contribution of the many boxes of assorted
school supplies for the students of Palm Terrace
Elementary is sincerely appreciated. Needless to say, all
these supplies will be utilized quickly and your kindness will
long be remembered.

Again, my deepest personal thanks to your office manager
and to Jeanette Campbell for their organizational skills.

Sincerely,
Carol McCarthy
Family Liaison

Our Choir Is Returning!

Choir rehearsals start back up on Wednesday, August
31st, We welcome their return to the 10:30 Sunday services
and hope that they had a most enjoyable summer. There’s
always room for more in the choir!! If you would like to
blend your voice in with POUCC'’s outstanding choir please
let Dr. Tom know. Choir rehearsals are every Wednesday
evening at 7:30 PM and you would be a welcomed
addition!



Attention;
Women of POUCCI

If you are wondering what other UCC women are doing to
“stay connected,” | have a great invitation for you!!!! Come
be among the 200+ UCC women from the Southern Region
(i.e. Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Texas, Mississippi, North
Carolina and western Virginia) gathering in Blowing Rock,
NC from October 7 - 9, 2011! Usually there is a big group
from Florida attending these biennial events. You will return
renewed, rested (maybe) and revived in the strength of
UCC Women!!

The theme is “A Faith Inspired Look Toward Wholeness.”
The Keynote Speaker is Ms. Barbara Baylor, MPH, Minister
of Health Care Justice of the UCC, with the theme based
upon the scripture, Proverbs 3-7 (NIV.) Please take the
information sheets, available on the table in the
sanctuary, about this Regional Meeting of UCC Women. If
you have further questions, please contact Jeanette
Campbell who has been attending these biennial
conferences for the past 18 years.

There will be a chartered bus going that will pick up in this
area if there are enough attendees.

Have You Been to POUCC'’s

= Website Lately?

N
Would you like to hear some of the Special Music that was
performed during Sunday services over the summer? See
a video of the Car Wash fundraiser held here at the
Church? How about the Celebration of the Church’s Youth
during the August 14t services? You can see all of this
and more on the Church’s website — portorangeucc.org
- that is masterfully managed and kept current by our own
Bob Brewster. We truly appreciate Bob’s knowledge of
today’s technology and how he shares his knowledge with
the Church. Thank you, Bob, for this and everything else
you do for your Church!!

After School Care

All Saints Lutheran Church in Port Orange is now
accepting registration for their 2011 - 2012 after school
program. They offer a Christian-based atmosphere, a
positive, caring environment, computer centers, homework
time, music, arts & crafts, outdoor play and more. This

program is open to students in Kindergarten — 5" grade and
transportation from Cypress Creek, Horizon, Sweetwater,
Port Orange and Sugar Mill Elementary schools is offered
plus pick-up is available for students participating in after
school activities. You may choose full or part time care and
there are discounts for multiple full time children. The cost
is $50 per week but you MUST REGISTER SOON as space
is limited.

For more details and information you can call the school at
386-846-1150 or email the school at

afterschool@allsaintslutheranchurch.org or visit their
website at www.afterschool.allsaintslutheranchurch.org

Easy Key Lime Pie
(Or Lemon Pie)

1 - pre-made crust; Short Bread, Nilla Wafer or
Graham flavor (found in baking aisle)

1 - 14 oz. can sweetened condensed milk
2 large eggs (separate 1 egg)

1/2 Cup fresh lime juice (lemon juice can be
substituted)

1/2 tsp. lime zest (lemon zest can be substituted)
1 -8 o0z. tub Cool Whip

Preheat oven to 350. Remove plastic liner from
crust and save to use as lid. Brush crust with egg
white and bake 5 minutes.

In medium bowl combine sweetened condensed
milk, all eggs (including unused egg white from
brushing the crust,) lime juice and zest. Pour into
crust and bake 20 minutes. Remove from oven and
cool to room temperature. Cover with plastic lid
and refrigerate 2-3 hours. Spread entire container of
Cool Whip over the top. Garnish with a slice of
lime or lemon in the middle. Cover and keep
refrigerated.

Submitted by Diane Sheehan

(So easy to make and delicious! | bake a few of
these pies for every Bake Sale the church has and
they always sell!)



