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Dear Friends,

P=7s We deal with and read signs all

: around us everyday. Some signs

y are easy to read and follow and
usings others are confusing. Signs can

also be either directive or indicative — that is, they can tell
us literally how to do something or figuratively how
something or someone is doing. | want you to think with
me about “signs” in a figurative sense and an indication of
health. When we are sick and go to a physician, we will
be asked about symptoms we are experiencing and then
the doctor will conduct an exam to look for signs of what

may be going on to cause our illness.
Such “signs” may be found in our pulse, }%‘?@I
blood pressure, temperature, swelling, ‘@.}

throat exam (say “AHHH"), cultures, x-rays,
etc. We have all had those types of exams — =iz=
and know some of the signs of illness.

Organizations, like people, have physical and literal signs
of health. When people are checking out a church for
example, they examine the property, the building, the
people, the worship service, and the pastor among other
things. In a nation of church shoppers, we are challenged
by many who are convenience and consumer oriented in
their outlook and ambition. We have great people (I'm
not convinced about the pastor yet!) but our property and
building (among other items) do need attention and
updates. One of the most prominent has been our church
sign, at the corner of Taylor Road and Country Lane,
which is in very poor health. | know you have been
talking about replacing it for years because it is old, rusty,
rotting, no longer serviceable, and does not meet our
needs any longer. The difference is that this time we're
going to do it! Bill Greiff and | have received drawings
and bids to replace the sign with a larger, illuminated, and

attractive sign from Don Bell Signs (see picture below.)
The total costs for the sign, installation, permits, etc. will
be approximately $7,000.

| know you're thinking, “How are we going to pay for it?”
Well the good news is that we have a few people who
have already pledged over $1,000 towards the cost. |
know we can make up the difference so we're requesting
special donations to cover the remaining costs. The
Operations Team and the Council have both approved
this project and we need your support. If you are able to
donate to this much needed improvement, please mark
your envelope or check, “Church Sign.” And if you have
any questions please contact Bill Greiff or myself. Let’s
make a statement to our community, to those who pass
by, and to ourselves that God indeed has a purpose and
place for us in the future and that our church has another
“sign” of improving health!

Blessings,

Port Orange

United Church of Christ




